Candidate Records

Ecclesiastical Council of the Vicinage

May 5, 2012
Phyllis W. Merritt
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Copy of Letter Missive
Record of SMCC Action
-Regarding Ordination
-Regarding the calling of an
Ecclesiastical Council
Certification of Church Membership
In-care Status Equivalency
Record ot Licensure
Certification of Baccalaureate Decree
Certification of Seminary Decree
Record of Congregational Foundation
for Theological Studies Participation
etter of Call
Candidate’s Response
(Request to the Board of Deacons)
(Record of Deacons’ Action)

Faith and Christian Experience Paper
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April 5, 2012

The Sawyer Memorial Congregational Church of Jonesport, Maine sends Christian Greetings to the
member churches of the Congregational Christian Council of Maine

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

The Great Head of the Church has united us in determining to set apart Phyllis W. Merritt Tor the
Christian Ministry through the solemn act of ordination.

We therefore request your attendance at the Lubec Congregational Christian Church, 46 Main Street
Lubec, Maine by your Pastor and two delegates (or three delegates if there is no settled Pastor), at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, the fifth day of May, 2012. We ask that you review our proceedings, meet and
hear the candidate, and advise us with reference to the same. If judged fitting, we then ask you o
nroceed with us to the Service of Ordination to be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, the seventh day of
July, 2012 at Sawyer Memorial Congregational Church in Jonesporti.

The Lubec church will provide a soup and sandwich lunch for a moderate charge to those who attend on
May 5. Dinner will be offered at Sawyer Memorial on July 7. Please indicate on the enclosed card the
number of individuals whom we can anticipate. We are certain that you understand our request for
official representation of Pastor and delegates is the norm. Others who are interested are welcome to
atiend as well. It is imperative that we have meal reservations as soon as possible.

A quorum for the Council will be declared when those present have answered the roll call. Each
delegate and Pastor have one vote (three per church).

Wishing you grace, mercy, and peace
We are fraternally yours,
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- Sandra Moffett, Médé'%éfer Lina T. Beal, Clerk of the Church
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Beverly Géiffith"—ﬁ/ilﬁams, hairperson of the Board of Deacons
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PO Box 249

garzﬁ,&o'_zﬁ, Maine 040649
(207) 497-5985

April 10, 2009
Phyllis W. Merritt

P. O. Box 284
Jonesport, ME 04649

Re: church membership

To Whom It May Concern;

According to our church records, Phyllis W. Merritt became a member of our
church in October 1988 with Reverend J. Clifford Davis officiafing.

Respectfully yours,

r ON Ny \_4 / u_:—zzf_p /‘L
Nancy . Sawyer church clerk




Action of the

Executive Board
Sawyer Memorial Church
Jonesport, Maine

July 17, 2011

Purpose: To authorize Phyllis W. Merritt to function as a licensed pastor for Sawyer Memorial
Congregational Church for the period of one year from this date. She may serve communion and

perform baptism during that time.

Passed by the members of the Executive Board:  Yes Cf No (D
Signature: o Office: - Date: g’
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Ohristian ek, N A
RO, Box 249

Jonesport, Maine 04649
Tel, {207} 49/7-2174

Rev. Mark Tanner, Moderator Congregational Christian Council of Maine
Skowhegan Federated Church

13 Island Avenue

PO Box 504

Skowhegan, ME 045876

August 11, 2011

To the Member Churches of the Congregational Christian Council of Maine from SaWer Memorial
Congregational Church:

On June 5, 2011, the Great Head of the Church united us in the choice of Phyllis W. Merritt to be our
Pastor and Teacher, and she accepted our invitation. -

\We find her to be a member in good standing of the Congregational Church. She has given evidence of
her academic preparation and her ability to minister to others in Christ’s name. We feel that she has
heen called by God to service in the Church. We are satisfied that she is qualified to be our Licensed
Minister, and we look forward to working with her on her way toward ordination.

Wrshmg VOuUu grace, mercy, and peace

,{ .
Lty G if

Sandy Moﬁett Mode ﬁtar

Beverly Grr"f‘ ?n-Wiifiams Bcard of Deac—ans

Uy o\
On behalf of the church (—;{‘,‘Q wﬁ}’
A

- ¢c: Rev. Dr. Frangois K. Akoa-Mongo, Ambassador Eastern Region Congregational Christian Council of

Maine
Rev. Colin Windhorst, Moderator, Washington County Association of Congregational Christian

Churches and Ministers




Sandy Moffett, Moderator

Lina Beal, Clerk
Reverly Griffith-Williams, Board of Deacons

Sawyer Memorial Congregational Church

28 Sawyer Square
PO Box 2492
ionesport, ME 04649

August 11, 2011
To the Members of Sawver Memorial Congregational Church:

It is with great joy that | formally accept the invitation issuea by vote of the congregation on June 5,
2011 to be your Pastor and Teacher. ' '

| appreciate the prayer, fellowship, support, and guidance the church has given me during my time of
discernment before and during my years at seminary. | also appreciate the several interview sessions o

which the search committee invited me. Their questions were tough but fair.

Throughout this process, | know that God has been calling me first to the ministry, to seminary, 1o the
NACCC, to CFTS, to Washingtan County, and, finally, to this church. 1look forward to our journey

together.

in Christ’s love,

ﬁzﬁmg iy (27 n.ﬁ,f(f

Phyilis W. Merritt




PO Box 284

lonesport, ME 04649
207.497.2294

merriphy@hotmail.com

March 16, 2012

Ms. Beverly Griffith-Williams
Chairperson

Board of Deacons

Sawyer Memorial Congregational Church
PO Box 248

28 Sawyer Sguare
Jonesport, ME 04649

Dear Ms. Griffith-Williams:

| am writing to request consideration for ordination by the Sawyer Memorial Congregational Church. |
understand that a request first comes to the Board of Deacons, so | would like to attend your next
scheduled meeting to present my records for-examination.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Phyllis W. Merritt




Sawyer Memonal Congregational Church
Jonesport, ME.
Deacon’s Meeting/ Notes
3/18/2012

- Present: Pastor Phyllis Merritt, Beverly Grifhith-Willlams, Mary Peabody, Linda Hall,
Amanda Alley, Colon Alley, Sharon Hext, Judy meley and Elaine Brown. .
Opening Prayer: Beverly

New Business:
1. Reguest for ordination of Pastor Phyllis Merritt by the Sawyer Memorial

Congregational Church
a. Letter to deacons (see aitached) ~
b. Pastor Phyllis presents records: Pastor Merritt presented her schemmgﬂ
training and experiential records for the perusal of the Deacons of SMCC.
Pastor Phyllis explained each document as we examined it and answered
all the questions put to her by deacons. The Pastor then excused herself
while the Deacons discussed whether we wanted to approve Pastor Phyllis
for ordination within the Sawyer Memorial Congregational Church. A
motion was made and seconded to consider the ordination of Pastor :
Phyllis who would eventually become our ordained Minister. A short
period of discussion occurred and the motion was moved to a vote. The
vote was unanimous in favor of Pastor Phyllis’s ordination.

2. Explain the procedures we must go through for ordination to take place:
a. On April 1, 2012, the Moderator of the Church will present the motions

to ordain Pastor Phyllis to the Church members who will vote by secret
ballot. If approved, Officers of the church will draft and send a letter

missive to the area churches in our CCC organization to convene an

Ecclesiastical Council to be held in Lubec. Once approved by the
council, we will be involved in the arrangements for the July 7' ordination

ceremony to be held at our church.

(ld Business:
1. The Diaconate will be seeking new deacons for the coming year as we have

lost some deacons to health issues.
2. Consider new Church year calendar and the months you will deacon for the

church.
3. Other business?

Beﬁedlcmm Linda

e /z /
Signed..., x5 ““’/ 7{{.7& fc‘jé;ffzzmw Date. 7/ ?‘/Zc/

Beveﬂy anﬁthu'%ﬂh g of Diaconate

Lma Beal, Church Clerk
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, NA.C.C.C.
P.O. Box 249
Jonesport Maine 04649

April 9, 2009

We the members of the S.M.C.C. are pleased and proud to
support Phyllis W. Merritt in her efforts in seeking ordination as
a C.C.C. minister. We are fortunate to have such a caring,
knowledgeable Christian leader in our congregation. She will be

an asset to the C.C.C. Association.

Respectiully yours,

Q andts (777 p s

Church moderator




April 8, 2008

Rev, Dr. D. Elizabeth Mauro, Dean
Congregational Foundation for Theological Studies

Center for Congregational Leadership
Olivet College

Burrage Library
Olivet , Ml 48076

Dear Rev. Dr. Maurgo:

As current pastor of Sawyer Memorial Congregational Church, I support Phyllis Merritt in her
plan to seek ordination. | will be leaving SMCC as of May 1, 2009 but will give her what support

| can after that date.

Sincerely,

GX%M 2 S ,\-

Rev. George L. Woodward




National Association of
Congregational Christial

Center for Congregational Leadership

Burrage Library — Clivet College - Clivet, M 42076
(268) 748-7228 —~ {800) 262-1620 — FAX (262) 749-7290
bmzurc@nacce.org — wWww.ngeec.org
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Congregationol Foundation
for Theological Studies

Chair

Rev, Charles Packer
fviichican

Rev. Adrienne Eggleston
Colifornia

Carl Francis
fiassochiusatts

Dr. Janet Bell Garber
Californio

Mr. Steven Hoth
fowe

Rev, Tom Van Tassell
fows

werufive
Cammittes Ligison

Rev. Casey vanderBent
Minnasoto

Pean
Rev, Dr. D. Elizabeth Mauro

Michigan

Phyllis Merritt
P.O. Box 284
Jonesport, Maine 04649

Dear Phyllis,

Congratulations on your acceptance into the Congregational Foundation for
Theological Studies. Enclosed you will find a form for you to sign that confirms your
entrance mto the program. Please read it, sign and return to me.

Susan Carson at the NACCC office will be sending you by USPS a welcome packet which
will contain:

I CD - Worship Resources for Congregational Christian Churches

1 CD — Congregationalism 101 by Rev. Dr. Steven Peay

2 Booklets
— Principles and Practices: The Congregational Way of the Churches of the National

Association
- What it Means to be a Member of a Congregational Church

4 Pamphlets from the Congregational Way Series:
- With One Sound of the Heart by Howard J. Conn
- The Congregational Christian Way of Life by Phil R. Jackson
- The Biblical Basis of Congregationalism by Harry R. Butman
- The Meaning of the Meeting House by Arthur A. Rouncr, Jr.

[ am adding you to our student mailing list. You may expect to hear soon about scholarship
awards. Please free your schedule to attend the CFTS Fall seminar at The Center for

Congregational Leadership at Olivet College September 24, beginning at 4 pm through
September 27, ending after worship {(noon time).

[ you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. Again, congratulations! T look
forward to our time together.

Blessings.

Bringing together Congregational Christian Churches
for mitiial care and outreach to our world
in the name of Jesus Christ.




From: Betsey Mauro (bmauro{@naccc.org)

Sent: Wed 3/14/12 11:46 AM

1o Phyllis Merritt (merriphy(@hotmatl.com) and others
o Marie Steele (msteele(@naccc.org)

Hi, all. | hope vou are keaping in mind your travel reservations for the June annual meeling. Please pian
to arrive on Friday night, June 23, and fly out on Wednesday, June 27. The CFTS graguation recognifion
's on Tuesday and the CFTS/DFM receplion s on Monday.

As you consider your trave! reservations, ptease keep an eye out for good aiffares (f fiyingy. You may
make your reservations at any time. Delta is offering 2 discount. Ticketing is available

at wvww, delta.com or by cafling Delta Mesting Network Reservations at 800-328-1111. There will be an
extra charge if you make your ressrvations by phone rather than on the web. When booking onling,
select Meeting Event Code and enier NMBYT. Keep in mind, however, that from your travel iocaiions
other zirfares may ba cheaper than even the discounted Delta fares. Once you make your reservalions,
send a copy of the recsipt io me and [ will submit it for direct reimbursement 10 You.

Here is a list of this years graduates:

Phyvliis Merntl

Julie Johnson Staples
Gloria Jean Skeete

L isa Bolton Hunt
Viaggie Wallin

Reno Wright

Julie Sheridan Smitn

Please also remember to send me your choice of Bible {per previous email) and remember that your
registration form for the annual meeting must be in by April 15",

If you have any gquestions, piease don't hesitate to contact me.

Rev. Dr. D. Elizabeth Maurg, Dean
Center for Congregational Leadership
320 S. Main Strest

Burrage Library

Olivet College

Olivet, Michigan 45076

1-800-262-1620 x1Z
269-749-7228

Fax: 269-748-7290
bmauro@nacce.org

A Ministry of the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches
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Upon the recommendation af the Presivent and Jaenlty,
ana in accordance with the charter granted by the State of Wlaine,
Ghe Trustees of Bangor Theologival Beminary canfer upon

% hgﬂf %

Oininity

with all the rights, privileges and honors thereto pertaining,

In lestimony twhereof this hocument s atvarhed at Bangor on the

twentieth day of H[HE it the year of our Mord, oo thousann eleten,

& Vi *lﬂi-r}wr ot BEtle Soatd of Trustees Jrestdent of the Beminary




For Church Moderator and Clerk .
Meeting to act on Board of Deacons Request of Ordination for Phyllis W. Merritt

Aprit 1, 2012

In recognition of the Congregational Way, and in accordance with the Constitufion
and By-laws of Sawyer Memorial Congregational Church, our pastoral search
committee conducted several interviews with Phyllis W. Merritt 10 familiarize themselves
with her academic credentials, her fraining, her character, her theology, ond her
commitment 1o service as a Congregational Christian Minister before presenting her 1o
Us as their recommended candidate. On June 5, 2011 the church body voted her 1o

he our settled Pastor/Teacher. She accepted our call that day and formally accepted
it by letter on August 11, 2011. On July 17, 2011 the Executive Board voled unanimously

to license her for a period of one yedar,

" On March 18, 2012, the Board of Deacons considered her request 10 seek ordination by
Sawver Memorial through the wider communily of our association. The Board
unanimously voted to call a council o “examine the candidate, review our
oroceedings, and advise in reference to the same; and, if judged expedient, to assist in
the Ordination and Instaliation service.” {Hall, From Call fo Settlement, 22)

in this duly called and held meeting, we enteriain 1he Board's recommendatiion.

1. May we have a motion that in response o her expressed call and the leadings
of God’s Holy Spirit we do set apart Phyllis W. Meiriit for the Christian Ministry

through the solemn act of ordination?

(Needs a motion and a second...discussion of the matter) Vote by balloi

‘ - e e -
Motion [circleyesorno) | YES ‘ ] NO

Seconded | 1 (YES) o NO
Vote {enter numbers) -2 o]

2. The following moftions are needed in order to cali an Feclesiastical Council of The
Vicinage to consider the ordination and installation of Phyllis W. Merritt.

Decide how 1o vote here...ballot or hand count; shall they be considered
separaiely or as onee

+ A We bid the below named Churches*, by Letter Missive, fo be present,
by Pastor and two delegates (or three delegates if there is no settled
Pastor), at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, the fifth day of May, 2012, at the Lubec

k Congregational Christian Church 46 Main Street Lubec, Maine 1o review

/> our proceedings with respect to the ordination and instaliafion of Phyllis W.

‘1/«1 _+  Memitt, to meet and hear the candidate, and to advise us with reference
J f Jﬁk:lo the same: and if judged filting, to proceed with us fo the Service of

!E'f

2! _;. Jj.jv" Ordination to be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, the seventh day of July,

—_—— -




Moderator, and the ¢

| MAatimm A T

| Motion A. [circle yes or ne} | CYES )
 Seconded _ N )

| Yote [enter numbers) |

Motion B, (circle yes or ol YE)
Motion Cléyesornoj __MES
 Seconded |

_Vote (enter numbers) | 3

_Motion C. [circle yes or noj
seconded )

| Vote (enter numbers) |

Motions /—‘:, B, and C o

- considered as one (circle
| &5 or No)
]

Seconded e ] L YES :

_Vorie {enter numoers) | ' _

iy
4
1/

7
/““-\,‘/{ P - 7 - 7 ]
NVAKAL

signature and Daie

- Sandra Moffett. Moderator

Linc Bedl, Clerk

— Beverly Griffith-Williams.
Chairperson, Board of Deacons




